SENTIMENTAL  EDUCATION     in
On the evening of the day before, the spectacle of
the wagon containing five corpses picked up from
amongst those that were lying on the Boulevard des
Capucines had charged the disposition of the people;
and, while at the Tuileries the aides-de-camp suc-
ceeded each other, and M. Mole, having set about
the composition of a new Cabinet, did not come
back, and M. Thiers was making efforts to constitute
another, and while the King was cavilling and hesi-
tating, and finally assigned the post of commander-
in-chief to Bugeaud in order to prevent him from
making use of it, the insurrection was organising
itself in a formidable manner, as if it were directed
by a single arm.
Men endowed with a kind of frantic eloquence
were engaged in haranguing the populace at the street-
corners, others were in the churches ringing the toc-
sin as loudly as ever they could. Lead was cast for
bullets, cartridges were rolled about. The trees on
the boulevards, the urinals, the benches, the gratings,
the gas-burners, everything was torn off and thrown
down. Paris, that morning, was covered with barri-
cades. The resistance which was offered was of short
duration, so that at eight o'clock the people, by vol-
untary surrender or by force, had got possession of
five barracks, nearly all the municipal buildings, the
most favourable strategic points. Of its own accord,
without any effort, the Monarchy was melting away
in rapid dissolution, and now an attack was made on
the guard-house of the Chateau d'Eau, in order to
liberate fifty prisoners, who were not there.
Frederick was forced to stop at the entrance to
the square. It was filled with groups of armed men.
The Rue Saint-Thomas and the Rue Fromanteau were